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II. Experiments and Obfervatiom of the EjfeSls of fede¬ 
ral forts of (Poifons upon Animals y 8c c. Made at 
Montpellier in the Years 1678 and 1679, by 
the late William Courten Efq .j Communicated by 
Dr, Hans Sloane, 1 2 ^. 5 . Seer . Tranflated from 
the Latin MS. 

I N the Month of July t Anno 1678. we gave a Dog a 
piece of Bread fteep’d in two Ounces of the Juice of 
Dutch Night-fhade [ Solanum Batavicum ] exprefs’d from 
the green Plant, and mixt with Cheefo As far as we 
could perceive, he did not feem to receive any manifeft 
Damage from if. 

The fame Dofe of the Juice of the Leaves of .Hemlock 
[^Cicuta] had no more effeft. We gave alfo the fame 
Dog a pretty large Root of Wolfs-Bane {\ Aconitum Parda - 
Hunches ] together with the Leaves and Flowers of the 
fame Plant bruifed and mixt with Flefh 5 which did him 
no hurt. 

Two Drachms of White Hellebore [Helkborus albttf] 
very much diforder’d him, and caufed Reachings, Suf¬ 
focations, Vomiting, and Voiding of Excrements. 
This Dog (as afterwards we often obferved in others 
that had taken the like Corrofive Medicines) whether be- 
caufe he was not able to endure the Pain, or by reafon 
of any other Uneafinefs, often fcratched the Ground 
with his Feet: However he recover’d, and was well 
again. 

He fwallowed alfo five Roots of Meadow-Saffron 
\_Colchicunt Epbemertm"] dug frefh out of the Earth: With 
which he was violently tormented, but did not dye. 

At 


The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to 

Philosophical Transactions (1683-1775). 

www.jstor.org 









< 4 . 16 ) 

At laft he took two Drachms of Opium, which caft 
him into 4-deep deep $. but after Vomiting and voiding 
fetid Excrements* he recover’d by degrees his former 
brisknefs. So many, and thofe fo notorious Poifons, 
could not kill this Dog. 

Some Weeks after, when the fame Dog had recoyer’d 
bis former Vigour, we try’d.on him the force of a triuch 
Wronger Pojfon. We caufed him to be bit j or 4 times 
on the Belly, a little below the Navel, by an inraged 
Viper. There arofe immediately little black Bladders, 
containing a liquid blackifti fort of Corruption 3 they 
were flaccid and tremulous, like the Gall Bladder when 
it is about half full 3 and a livid colour by degrees fpread 
over all the neighbouring Parts. The Venome propa¬ 
gated itfelf with wonderful quicknefs, and weakened 
all, but more efpecially the. Animal Fun&ions: For not- 
withftanding the Diaphragme did ftill perform its Office 
pretty ftrongly, tho’ with fome diforder, and the Heart 
continued beating, tho’ faintly and irregular 3 yet they 
feemed to fare much better than the Brain, whofe 
Strength was fo weakened, that it could not perform the 
Fun&ions of Senfe and. Motion but very faintly 3 info- 
much, that the Dog lay without any Strength or Senfa- 
rion, as if he had been feized with a Lethargy or Apo¬ 
plexy: Which kind of Stupidity we alfo obferv’d, feme- 
times in .a greater, and foraetimes in a lefs Degree, in 
all other Dogs bit by a Viper. Being willing to fave this 
Dog. (tho* we had found by many Experiments, that 
much (lighter Wounds made by a Viper bad occafloned 
Death) we thought fit to have recourfe to feveral Re¬ 
medies 3 and therefore cupped and fcarified the part that 
was wounded, and applied Treacle [Ther/acdj After 
this we let him alone for about two Hours: But his 
Sleepinefs encreafing more and more, and his Vital and 
Animal Fun&ion» finking, we were forced to have.re¬ 
courfe to another Method of Cure. Wherefore to dif- 
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pel his Sleepinefs, we forced into his Throat half d 
Drachm of Volatile Salt of Hartlhorn mixt in Broth 3 
which we ealily did, by reafon of his weaknefs, In a 
little time after, his Eyes, which before-looked dead, 
began to revive, and he was able to (land on his Feet and 
walk. Whereupon we repeated the fame Dole of the 
Volatile Salt, by which he was freed from his Sleepinefs* 
and the Strength of his Heart recover’d 3 andnotwithr 
ftanding he remained weak for three Days, yet he fen*- 
fibly recover’d Strength, tho’ he would eat nothing all 
that time: But he drank Water very plentifully and 
greedily 3 and on the fecond Day did not refufe cold 
Broth. After the third Day he began to eat folid Meats, 
and feemed now out of Dangers only fome large foul 
Ulcers remain’d on that part of his Belly that was bit, 
of which he would fcarce have died, bad he not been 
killed by another Dog; which prevented us from feeing 
the Event of this Experiment. 

But to try more fully the force of the above-menti¬ 
oned Poifon, it is neceflary to make feveral Experiments 
of it: For tho’ the Bite of a Viper, if it be but flight, 
may kill fome Dogs 3 yet in the Month following, a large 
ftrong Dog, that was bit in the Tongue, .which is a 
very dangerous part, recover’d without any Medicines. 
His Tongue indeed turned black, and fwelled fo much, 
that it could fcarce be contained in his Mouth: He was 
ftupid, as is ufual from the Venome of a Viper, but not 
fo much but that he could ftand on his Feet. A few 
Hours after, his Sleepinefs decreafed^ and the next Day 
he endeavour’d to lap Water, but the bignefs of his 
Tongue prevented him. On the third Day he threatned 
to bite any body that difturb’d him, and had recover’d fo 
much Strength, as to be able to efcape out of the place 
where he was keptAn4 two after, was feen in the 
Streets 3 but what became of 'him afterwards we could 
not learn. 
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On the 17th of OBober we gave a Dog 15 Grains of 
the dryed Root of Monk/-Hood [Napellns^ powder’d, 
and mixt tnith Flelh and Broth. He bad no fboner 
taken, it, but he was feized with a difficulty of fwailow- 
-ing, or rather feemed as if he was like to be ftrangled. 
He immediately grew faint and reftlefs, and dug the 
Ground with Ms Feet 5 but foon defifted, by reafon of 
a fainting-Fdt, as we imagined from the dull colour of 
his Eyes, and a weaknefs of all his Body. This Faint¬ 
ing was prefently fucceeded by a violent Vomiting, in 
which he threw up the Flelh that he had Eaten, which 
was very little alter’d. His Fainting (bon returning a- 
gain, be laid bimfelfonthe Ground 5 but being feized 
with terrib’e Convulfions of the Abdomen , Diaphragme, 
and of almoft the whole Body, he run from place to 
place, and vomited fo great a quantity of frothy Matter, 
that he was like to have been ftrangled. His Vomiting 
sncreafed, with a kind of crying and fobbing, like broken 
Sighs, as if he had endeavour’d to bark at thofe that 
flood by. In this manner he was miferably tormented 
for the fpace of an Hour 5 at which time all his Symp¬ 
toms remitted, and by degrees he recover’d. 

In the Summer before, we gave a little Dog a Drachm 
of the Root of Menh,s~Hood [Napellusi] He was loon 
.after feized with the fame Symptoms, but they were 
longer and more violent 5 and he in like manner reco¬ 
ver’d. 

In both thefe Dogs we particularly took notice of 
ihele broken and interrupted Sighs, or kind of fobbing ^ 
becaufe v/e did not obfefve the like to be occafioned by 
any other Poifon that we had made Trial of. 

An Ounce of the Leaves, Flowers, and Seed of the 
Napellt# when-green, being bruifed and given to aDog, 
fcarce diforderd him any more than, if he had eaten fo 
much Grafs. 


About 
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About tbe fame time we made tryal of the AW Ve- 
mica on another Dog * not that we doubted of its be¬ 
ing a Poifon, but that we might fee the effeft of it on 
his body when dead. The Dog accordingly dying in 
a fhort time, we found his Stomach and fmall Guts very 
red 5 and judged this Rednefs and Inflammation to be 
caufed by the Corrofivenefs of the Medicine. 

On the 20th of Offobcr, we injefred warm into the 
Jugular Vein of a ftrong lufty Dog an Ounce of Emetic 
Wine [Vinum Emticum .*3 For a quarter of an Hour, after 
the Operation was over and he was let leofe, he conti¬ 
nued pretty well, unlefs that he feetned fomewhat de« 
jefted 5 but afterwards he began to grow ill, and an un- 
ufual Agitation was manifest about the Diaphragme; 
this was followed by a continual Vomiting, and a little 
after by an Evacuation of fome hard Excrements. By 
thefe Evacuations he feemed to be fomewhat relieved, 
but foon grew uneafy, moved from place to place, and 
vomited again. After this he laid himfelf down on 
the Ground pretty quietly * but his Vomiting returning 
again, difturbed his Reft, and abated his Strength, 
which grew weaker and weaker 5 for in the fpace of 
an Hour die vomited 12 times or more, and fometiraes 
voided fome liquid Excrements, but in fmall quantity * 
having frequent Inclinations to go to Stool, but in vain, 
as in a Tenefmus . An Hour and half after the Oparation, 
he being fo weak that he could not ftand, his Eyes dull, 
and looking as if he were half dead, we gave him fome 
warm Broth thro* a Funnel. With this he was wonder¬ 
fully refrefh’d immediately, and foon after could look 
about, ftand on his Legs and walk * hut by reafon of his 
weaknefs, reel’d as if he had been drunk. We left him 
by himfelf in a warm Room, where he remained cold, 
and lay as if he had been dying* and in an Hour after, 
we forced him to take fome more Broth, which revived 
him again: But in a little time, after fome agitation of 
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.liis'Body, he vomited, made Urise very plentifully, 
howled mifcrably, and dyed convulfed. Next Day jn 
viewing his Vrfcera, we found two things very obfer- 
vable (but neither of them cccafioned by the Liquor 
that was injeded j) one of them was in the Heart, the 
other in the Mfopkagns. In the Heart there were two 
Polypus's : That which pcffefs’d the right Ventricle, 
flretched itfelf into the Vena cava and Pulmonary Artery $ 
and that w hich was in the left Ventricle, fan Branches 
into the adjoyning Veflels, and was lefs than that in the 
Right Ventricle. The Subffance of the Polypus v/as 
pretty- firm, of a Flefh colour, fomewhat pellucid, and 
being cut thro 1 the middle was altogether of the fame 
colour and confidence as on the Surface. To the IE- 
fopbagus there grew a remarkable Gland, which was 
hard, callous and foul, and opened with a fmal!, round, 
fiefliy Orifice into the Infide of the Stomach, where, 
upon prefling it, a little Corruption came forth. Upon 
opening this Gland or Tubercle, we found in it a great 
many little Worms, wrapt and entangled together, and 
moilten'd with a corrupted Matter. Some of tbefe 
Worms were above 4 Inches long, others lefs. After¬ 
wards we found the like Glands, full of Worms, in other 
Dogs, and in rr.oft we opened, but not fo much cor¬ 
rupted as in this. We obferv'd alfo the like foul Glands 
in tb e Aorta defoendens, but in one only found a Worm 
like thefe, which was almoft got out of it, thro’ an 
Orifice, into the Cavity of the Thorax. After this we 
I ike wtfe olierv’b more Polypus's in Dogs. 

On the 27th of OSober we injefted warm into the 
Jugular Vein of a Dog a Drachm and half of Sal Armo- 
niao diilolved in an Ounce and half of Water. The Li~ 
fjfuor had fearce arrived at the Heart, but the Dog pre- 
ftfntly fell into deadly Convuifions over his whole 
Body: Wherefore we 1 st him loofe, but he dy’d imrce- 
lately. 

On 
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On the 18th of November, we cau r ed a Whelp to be 
bit in the lower Lip by a Blind-Worm [Cacilto] fo that 
the Blood appear'd in the Wound. *fhe Whelp dy’d 
indeed the fame Day , but becaule we'had committed 
him to the care of another Perfon, we could not be cer¬ 
tain whether he dy’d of the Wound or not 5 and what 
increafed our Sufpicioo, was, that there did not appear 
on the part that was bit any livid Colour. 

On the 12th of December we injs&ed into the Jugular 
Vein of a Dog a Drachm of Salt of Tartar diflol ved in an 
Ounce of warm Water: He dy’d crying, and in Con- 
wplfions, alraoft immediately. 

On the 15th of December we found a Potyput in both 
the Ventricles of the Heart a Dog, each Polypus 
firetching itfelf with a double Root into the Veffds of 
the Ventricle it poflefled. Afterwards we often obler^ 
ved the like Polypus’s in other Dogs. 

On the 20th of December we inje&ed warm into the 
Jugular Vein of a Dog an Ounce of Urine made by a 
Man falling. The Dog was uneafy during the Inje&i- 
on, and while the Liquor pafled to the Heart 5 but was 
not feized with any Convullions or other ill Symptoms 5 
and being let loofe, eat Breed very greedily. 

The fame Day we made a gentle Deco&ion of two 
Drachms of White Hellebore , well powder’d, in Spring 
Water, and evaporated it away to Nine Drachms and 
a half$ and the next Day inje&ed all the Deco&ion, 
ftrongly prefled out and turbid, into the Jugular Vein 
of a Dog. At firft fome few Drops only pafled to the 
Heart, fome concreted Blood obftru&ing the Paflage $ 
but thofe Drops very much affefred the Dog, for he was 
feized immediately with convulfive Motions: But food 
after, when the Liquor had removed what lay in its 
way, and had enter’d the Heart, it killed the Dog as 
Suddenly as if he had been fhot thro’ the Heart with a 
.Bullet; for having lofen’d him prefently, to fee if any Life 
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temain’d, he was quite dead and flaccid, and Iiung tike 
a .Fleece in the band of the Perfon that held him. 

On the 2d of January 1679. Vinegar wa* injected 
warm into the Jugular Vein of a Dog, without doing 
him any manifeft harm. 

The fame Day we caufed a Whelp to be flung in the 
Tongue by feveral dcorfans^ but the Wounds made by 
the Scorpions, by teafon of their weaknefs, being but 
flight, and not penetrating deep, we made a Tmall Inci- 
flon on the Abdomen, and drawing a fide the Skin, let the 
Scorpions make feveral Wounds on it*, but without any 
cffedt, tho’ we often forced the Sting into the Wound*, 
and prefled the Bladder that is fuppofed to contain the 
Venome^ 

In like manner a Pidgeon, being feveral times flung 
by a Scorpion, remained, unhurr. 

January the 3d, two Drachms of Sugar diflelved in an 
Ounce of Water, was injje&ed into the Jugular Vein of 
a Dog.: He received no harm from the Inj &ion, but 
continued well for the three Days after, that we kept 
him. 

r On the 4th of January,, a Drachm and half of Spirit 
of Salt, diluted in an Ounce and half of Water, and 
jnje&ed into the Jugular Vein of a Dog, killed him im¬ 
mediately. I'a the Right Ventricle of his Heart, we 
found the Blood partly grumous and concreted into 
harder Clots-than ordinary, and partly frothy. In the 
lame Dog, that Gland that contains Worms, and is-fre¬ 
quently, found in the Mfophagus, opened with two Ori¬ 
fices into the Cavity of that Part, and in the. Sinus's -of 
It there, lay feveral fmali. Worms. 

January the 5th, we gave a Dog 1 2 ftnall Caterpillars 
©f the Pine-tree. fcP’ityocantpd, vet Erne*- P/W} weighing 
f a Drachm, which we trruifecl alive, and mixed with 
The Dog,, tho 9 he was but young*, received n® 
other bust,,, than that watt: and then he feemed as if be 

ernlea* 



( 4?! ) 

endeavour'd to fwallow fomething, or wat troubled 
with, an Inclination to Vomit $ from whence we judged 
the Stomach and J&jopbagus to be only lightly afieded .* 
But thefe Symptoms vanKhed in a few Hours, and the 
Dog continued Brisk, and greedy of Meat, all the reft 
of the Day. 

The. (ame Day we included st Rat in a large < 3 la($ 
with a Scorpion 5. but the Scorpion, being dull and be» 
numnM with the extreatn coldnefs of the Weather, was 
able to wound the Rat but very weakly ‘ y with which 
however the Rat being provok’d, fet upon the Scor* 
pion, and knawed ©IF and devour’d part of him, keep* 
ing his. Eyes (hut all the while, that he might not be 
hurt by his Claws or Sting* The fame Fate happened 
to another Scorpion, which we added to the former \ 
but the Rat notwithftanding remained unhurt. 

January the &h, we killed a Dog alraoft in a Moment, 
by inje&ing into his Jugular Vein an Ounce of Spirit 
of Wine , in which there was diflolved a Drachm of 
Camp hire. 

The fame Day we inje&ed warm into-the Crural Vein 
of a Cat, 50 Grains of Optutm, diflolved in an Ounce of 
Water. The Cat preCently afrer the Ipjt&ionTeemed 
very much deje&ed, bur did not csry 5 onlymade a low, 
interrupted, complaining Noife.. After this followed 
Tremblings of her Limbs, Convulfive Motions of her 
Eyes,Ears<* Lip 3 vand altilfi^f all. parts of her Body, with 
violent Convulsions of, her fireaft : Sometimes fbe would 
raife up her Head, and feem to look about her, but. her 
Eyes were very dull and deadiflfc* and tho\ (he was let 
loofe, and had nothing tisd about' her Head or Neck, 
yet her Mouth was fo filled with Foam or Froth, that 
the was like to be (Wangled* At laft, hex, ConyttUivo 
Motions continuing, .and,' being ftized with a ftretching 
of her Limbs, the dy’d within a quarter of an Hour* 

Upon 
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Upon opening her Body, we did tifct find the Blood 
much altered frem its, Natural States 
'February the yifi, •*». ; inje&ed inti? >the Crural iSeiir. of 
a lufty ftrong Dog a Drachm and half of Opium, dif- 
folved in an Ounce and half of Water. The Dog 
immediately Chewed the great Pain he endured, by a 
violent ftirugling of his whole Body, aAoudNoife that 
he made, notwithftanding his Jaws were tied, a great 
difficulty of Breathing and Palpitation of the Heart, with 
Convulsive Motions of almoft ail Parts of his Body: In 
a little time all thefe remitted, and he was Seized with 
a profound Sleep, as if he had been in a Lethargy or 
Apoplexy, Having let him loofe, he lay upon the 
Ground without moving or making any Noife, in fo 
deep a Sleep, that he would not move with beating. 
About half an Hour after, if we beat him, he would 
move a little, but prefently lay down again. After an 
Hour, if we beat him, he would move a little more 5 
and by degrees his Sleepinefs a little decreafing, in an 
Hour and half or two Hours time, when he was beat 
he would make a Noife and walk a little, but deemed 
very heavy and ftupKied, and reeled as he went 5 but as 
foon as we left off beating him, as if he had forgot 
every thing* that had paft, he prefently laid himfelf 
down again and fell afleep. Next Day when we viewed 
the Place where he lay, we found a great quantity of 
fetid Excrements, like corrupted Blood, or the diluted 
Opium that he had taken: But ft ill his Drowfinefs con¬ 
tinued, and tho* we' beat him with Whips, that he ran 
crying about the Room, yet he prefently forgot it, and 
immediately* fellafleep again. In this fleepy Condition 
he continued 3 Days, refuting whatfoever was offer’d 
him to eat, dr rather n<* minding that or any thing elfe. 
On the 4th Day 1 we found him dead r But perhaps he 
would not have dy’d of the ftopifying Quality of the 
Opium, if (confidering the extream coldnefs of the Wea- 
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ther) we had put him m a warmer place, and had 
forced 1dm to have taken fome Broth.. 

February the 8tfa, we found in the Bladder of a Tor- 
toife , adhering to its Coat, a flat porous Stone, about 
twice as big as a Lentil. 

February the 9th, a Drachm and half of Common Salt , 
diffolved in an Ounce and half of Water, was injefted 
into the Jugular Vein of a Dog. After the Inje&ion, he 
was thirfty, and drank Water greedily ^ but in other 
Refpc&s he feemed to be pretty well, and the next Day 
was quite recover’d. 

February the 20th 1679, we injected into the Chiral 
Vein of a little Dog, half an Ounce of warm Oil of 0- 
lives, which we did with a great deal of difficulty, and 
very flowly, by reafon of the fmallnefs of the Vein and 
t.hicknefs of the Liquor. For half a quarter of an Hour 
that we were injecting the Liquor, the Dog did not 
feem to be uneafy or out of order 3 but after that, he 
barked, cryed, looked deje&ed, and fell prefently into 
a deep Apoplexy 5 fo that his Limbs were depriv’d of 
Senfe and Motion, and were flexible any way at plea- 
fure bis Refpiration ft ill continuing very ftrong, with 
a fnortihg and wheezing, and a thick watery Humour 
flowing in great quantity out of his Mouth, which was 
foruetjmes mixt with Blood. He loft all External Senfe s 
His Eyes, tbo’ they continued open, were not fenfible 
of-any Qbje&s that were put to them 5 and we touched 
and rubbed the Cornea (as fenfible a part as it is) with¬ 
out any more fign of his being fenfible of it than if he 
had been dead. His Eye-lids notwithftanding had a 
Convulfive Motion His Hearing was quite loft $ and 
his Feeling, tho’ at firft he feem’d to have fome fmaH 
Senfe of it when we touched his Wound, yet afterwards 
it was fo dull, that we pinced his Claws and Fkfh with 
Pincers, and. bored Holes thro* his Ears, without his mo* 
ving or feeming to be the ieaft fenfible of it. It is worth 
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©bferving, that in the midft of his Sleep, being fome- 
times feized with a Convulfive Motion of his Dia* 
pbragme and other Mufcles that help R.efpiration, he 
would bark ftrongly as if he were awake, and in a little 
time would be quiet again: So that in lefs than a quar¬ 
ter of an Hour his Reft would bedifturbed $ or 4 times 
with this violent Barking. But considering this'more 
attentively, we found that at the very time he barked, 
he was as void of Senfe as before; for we could neither 
make him Bark, nor leave off* Barking, by either belt¬ 
ing or pricking him $ but in a little time he would leave 
off* of bimfelf,. and return to it again fome time after. 
Thus in three Hours after the Injection, fpent in Sleep¬ 
ing and Barking, he dyed 5 and having opened his Body 
after he was dead, we found the Bronchia of the Lungs 
filled with a thick Froth. 

A few Days after we inje&ed a larger quantity, viz. 
an Ounce of Oil of Olives into the Jugular Vein of a 
Dog, which fuffocated him the fame Moment. 

Afterwards the fame quantity of Oil of Olives , being 
injetted into the Jugular Vein of a Dog, killed him in 
an Hours time. He was feized with a great Sleepinefs, 
•Snorting and Wheezing, and a bloody Water run plen¬ 
tifully out of his Mouth. In this Dog, tho* he did not 
dye immediately, we did not obferve the Barking as in 
the former: But in all that were fuffocated by Oil, we 
found their Lungs filled with a very thick Froth. 

'February the 27th, we injefted 10 Drachms of highly 
Testified Spirit of Wine into the Crural Vein of a Dog. 
The Dog died in a very little rime, very quietly, and as 
it were with pleafure, licking his Jaws with his Tongue, 
and breathing quick, but eafily, without barking, crying, 
or any Convulfive Motion- In the Vena cava and right 
Ventricle of the Heart, the Blood was concreted into a 
great many little hard Clots 5 which appeared yet more 
confpicucus and harder in fome Blood thit flowed back 
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from the Vein into the Syringe; In this Dog we found 
the Etnulgent Artery of the Left Side to be double. 

March the ad, we injefted three Drachms of rectified 
Sprit of Wine into the Crural Vein of a fmall Dog 5 
which made him Apopleftick, and as he were half dead. 
In a little time he recover’d from his Apoplexy, but 
grew giddy 5 and when he endeavour’d to go, reeled 
and fell down. Tho’ his Strength increafed by degrees, 
yet his Drunkennefs ftiil continued: His Eyes were red 
and fiery, and his Sight fo dull, that he did not feem 
to take notice of any thing, and when he was beat 
would fcarce move. However, in four Hours time he 
grew better, and would eat Bread when we gave it him. 
The next Day he was brisker, and feemed paft all Dan¬ 
ger. 

In differing the fame Dog fome time after, we-found 
in the fmall Guts two Flat-Worms 5 one of them about 
6 Spans long, and the other about 5. They had per¬ 
forated the Gut; and one of them was got half out of 
it into the Cavity of the Abdomen. 

About the fame time we found in two Dogs a Worm, 
of near a Foot in length, out of the Inteftines, in the 
Cavity of the Abdomen , the Inteftines being no ways 
perforated, but remaining found and whole. That we 
might be more certain of this, we feparated them from 
the Mefentery, and viewed them very carefully. But in 
both thefe Dogs the Omentum was of an ill colour and 
putrified ^ from whence we conje&ured, that thefe 
Worms were bred from the Putrifaftion of the Omen¬ 
tum. 

We inje&ed into the Crural Vein of a Dog 5 Ounces 
of a ftrong White Wine$ which made him very drunk, 
and little different from what a lefs quantity of Spirit of 
Wine would have done: But in a few Hours his Drunk¬ 
ennefs abated, and he recovered. 
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fn the fame Month of March we injetted into the 
Crural Vein of a Dog, an Ounces of a ftrong Decodiore 
of Tobacco•• He was feized immediately with ftrange 
Crnvulfions of bis whole Body. At firft his Eyes look¬ 
ed wild and diftorted, his Jaws trembled - y and in a lit¬ 
tle time he died terribly convnlfed. This Experiment 
we repeated feveral times after, and always with the 
fame fuccefs. 

Ten Drops of diftilled Oil of Sage, mixt with half a 
Drachm of Sugar, and diffolved in an Ounce of Water, 
being injetted into the Crural Vein of a Dog, did him 
no harm. 

In a Caftrated Dog we observed the Proceffes of the 
Feriunenm and Spermatic Veffels to be cover’d with Fat, 
and icarce to be leen 5 and that he did not fmell fo 
rank and ftrong, as other Dogs that had not been Ca¬ 
ftrated. 

A yellow-ftreak’d Lizard [ Lacerta Chalcidicaf which 
had been kept all the Winter in a Glafs with Bran, being 
expofed to the Sun to refrefh it, on the contrary died 
in. a few Hours, We have alfo often found, that Sc or* 
pons expofed to the hot Sun, efpecially in the Summer, 
died in a fhort time. 

A Drachm of purified White Vitriol, in jetted' into the 
Crural Vein of a Dog, killed him immediately. 

Fifteen Grains of Salt of Urine, diffol ved in an Ounce' 
©f Water, and injetted into the Crural Vein of a Dog, 
eaft him into fuch violent Convulfions, that we were 
afraid he would dye under them. When he had reco¬ 
vered bimfelf a little, we repeated the Tnjettion with 
the fame quantity j but the Dog got the better of it,, 
tho’ with a great deal of difficulty, and, perfectly re¬ 
covered., 

April the 2.7th, we made a Deeottion of 2 Drachms 
e£ Sena in Water, and injetted warm three Ounces of 
Is into the Crural Vein of a very fat, large, and ftrong 

Dog,' 
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Dog. He continued pretty quiet, without any Ggn of 
pain or tmeafiqefs, during the Operations and when 
it was over we let him loofe, expefting the Event of it. 
He was melancholy and deje&ed, but eafy and without 
any fenfible commotion, for the fpace of an Hour. After 
that, his Refpiration grew quicker, he had a murmur¬ 
ing Noife in his Belly, with violent Commotions of the 
Mufcles of his Abdomen, Diaphragme, Stomach and In- 
teftines, and vomited plentifully a Biliofe Matter. After 
his Vomiting he grew faint, and in a little time his 
Vomiting returned again; fo that in an Hour and half 
he vomited lour times. His Strength and Appetite were 
very weak, and he would eat nothing for three Days. 
But on the third Day his Appetite, Strength, and former 
Brisknefs returned, and he recover’d. 

Two Dogs, which had their Recurrent Nerves cut, loft 
their Barking and Voice. But doubting whether the 
Wound or Scar might not affefr and hurt the Motion of 
the Mufcles, we performed the fame Operation on ano¬ 
ther Dog, but without cutting the Nerves} and when 
the Wound was healed, he barked as freely as be¬ 
fore. 

A Dog that had the Nerves of the Par vagum cut 
afunder, prefently grew dejefted and faint. He breathed 
very flowly and with Sighs 5 for when he had drawn 
in his Breath leifurely and infenfibly, it came forth again 
immediately very forcibly and with a Sigh, as if it had 
been retained a long time in the Lungs. The Mufcles 
of the Abdomen and the Diaphragme laboured hard., as 
if they were to flippy the Defeat of the Lungs, which 
were grown alrrioft ufelefs by being denied an Influx of 
Spirits by the Pneumonic Nerves. The Dog refufed 
all kind of Meat 5 fometimes he vomited, or had aft 
Inclination to Vomit 3 and at laft, in two Days time, he 
dyed. 
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Aii other Dog, that had the Nerves of the Par vagum 
Only tyed, lived io Days; He vomited frequently, and 
would not eat unlefs clandeftinely: He breathed with 
Sighs, and was very faint. 

A Dog, that had the Trunk of the Aorta dependent 
tyed hard a little above the Diapbragme, immediately 
loft the ufe of his hind Legs ^ for when he ftood on his 
fore Legs, he would draw after him his hinder Legs, as 
if they had been dead: He grew weaker by degrees, 
and dyed in five Hours. 

July the i2tb, a Mole being ftung in the Side by a 
Scorpion, dyed immediately convulfed. In this we ob- 
ferved, that the Intejlimm c£cum\% wanting in Moles. 


III. A Letter from the late Mr. Edward Lhwyd, 
Keeper of the Afhmolean Mufeum in Oxford, 
to t)r. Tancred Robinfon, F. <]{. S. Giving a 
farther Account of what he met with remarkable in 
Natural Hiftory and Antiquities, in his Travels 
thro Wales. 

Lhm Dyvodog ., Glatttorganfiire, Sept. £2.1697. 

ST /?, 

I Had no fooner received your daft, but was forced 
to retire in a hurry ro the Mountainous Parts of this 
County, in order to copy out a large Weljh MS. which 
the Owner was not willing ro fpare above two or three 
Days, and that in his Neighbourhood. It was writ on 
Veliom, about $00 Years fince 5 and contained a Cob 
UtTtion of soft of the oideft Writers mentioned by Dr. 

Davies, 




